BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH NEW DELHI

O.A.NO. 142 /2021
Suomoto matter In re: News item published
in The Hindu, dated 29.05.2021 entitled
" Night, early morning trains cause most
elephant deaths” -- APPLICANT
VS
1.Union of India through its Secretary,
MOEF & CC and 3 others -- RESPONDENTS

REPLY STATEMENT FILED BY THE 4 TH RESPONDENT / SOUTHERN
RAILWAYS

1. The 4" respondent / Southern Railway submits as follows:-

The address for service of all notice and processes on the 4™ respondent is
that of their counsel Mr. KMUTHAMIL RAJA, AT NO. 143, Additional law
chambers, High Court, Chennai — 600 104.

2. The 4" respondent / Railways humbly submit that the Palakkad -
Podanur electrified broad gauge double line railway track of Southern
Railway passes through the reserved forest in the western Ghat between
Kanjikode and Madukarai railway stations. The track between Km 486 to
534 is being separated by twin single lines- ‘A’ & ‘B’ line. The Podanur-
Palakkad down line is ‘A’ line laid during the year 1861 and Palakkad -
Podanur UP line is ‘B’ line which was newly constructed in 1974 comes in
the Ghat section both in Kerala &Tamil Nadu States. The length of ‘A’ line
is 48.26 km and ‘B’ line is 52.56 km with 8 stations. It is pertinent to note
that Palakkad Division has taken various steps to mitigate train accidents
involving elephants in last few decades.

3. The 4th respondent / Southern Railway Palakkad Division has taken all
measures for elephant track crossings as envisaged in Provisional Para
No.34 finalized by DAI (Railways) for C&AG’s Report (Railways) for the
year ended 31.03.2019 regarding “Provision of Elephant passages in
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Indian Railways”. Some of the main Recommendations of C&AG Report
and action taken on the same are detailed below:

e Identification and notification of elephant passages should be
reviewed periodically in consultation with the Forest Department.

The Palakkad Division and Forest Department of Palghat and
Coimbatore District reviews the elephant crossing passages during
their regular review meeting. The review is done on a regular basis
apart from specific reviews based on movement of elephant inside
forest ranges and sighting/crossing of elephant near railway track
as reported. The following sections are identified as elephant
passages and Permanent Speed Restriction (PSR) of 45 kmph
imposed from dusk to dawn (18.00 hrs to 06.00hrs).

‘A’ LINE
SN| Between Stations | UP/DN | From | To Speed Restriction
Direction] km [km (in KMPH)
(18.00hrs to 06.00hrs.)
1 e e DN [497/6 | 499/4 45
Ettimadai
2 |Ettimadai — Kanjikode| DN 505/0 | 515/0 45
3 | Kanjikode— Palakkad DN |525/10| 527/20 45
4 |Palakkad — Kanjikode| UP  |527/20| 525/10 45
5 | Kanjikode— Ettimadai UP 515/0 | 505/0 45
6 |Ettimadai— Madukarai| UP [499/4 | 497/6 45
. . Whistle continuously
7 Ettlmagilt;e\}/(\;zlayar ~ | UP&DN since wild elephants
likely to cross the track
‘B’ LINE
SN | Between Stations | UP/DN | From To Speed Restriction
Direction ke km (in KMPH)
(18.00hrs to 06.00hrs.)
1 [Madukkarai- Ettimadai| DN 497/3 | 499/3 45
2 | Ettimadai— Palakkad DN [505/0 520/31 45
3 | Kanjikode— Palakkad DN 525/0 | 527/25 45
4 |Palakkad — Kanjikode UP [527/20 |525/10 45
5 | Palakkad— Ettimadai UP 520/31 | 505/0 45
6 |Ettimadai- Madukkaraii UP 499/3 | 497/3 45
, . Whistle continuously
7 |Ettimadai=Walayar=| 50 since wild elephants
Kottekad .
likely to cross the track
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Speed restriction of 45kmph is imposed for 13.9 km in ‘A’ line from
18.00 hrs to 06.00 hrs and in ‘B’ line, a total of 19.41km is having a
permanent speed restriction of 45kmph from 18.00 hrs to 06.00
hrs on account of frequent crossing of wild elephants and a PSR
of 65kmphfor passenger trains and 25kmph for Goods train for a
length of 18.84 kms in A line. Similarly, a PSR of 65kmph for
passenger trains and 25kmph (DN Direction) 35 Kmph (UP

Direction) for Goods train for a length of 27.5 kms exists in B line.
(Copy of WTT is enclosed).

* Sensitizing programme of awareness workshop should be conducted

for Station Masters/Train drivers/Guards to sensitize them about
elephant conservation.

Joint meeting with Forest Rangers of Forest Department and
Supervisors and Officers of Palghat Division from Railways to
sensitize the Loco Pilots/Guards/Keyman/Trackmen about
elephant conservation and working on track. A workshop was
conducted on 07/02/2019 at Palakkad by Forest Department on
the topic of Human elephant interaction, which was attended at the
level of DRM/PGT and concerned Divisional officers. The various
measures undertaken by PGT Division to mitigate elephant run
over was discussed during the course of the workshop.

* The signage boards to pre-warn the drivers should be standardized

w.r.t. colour, shape, height, placement, position etc;

In PGT Division, the erected signage board is as per the MoEF
recommendations circulated by Railway Board in September 2017

and the design given by Wild Life Trust of India at desired
locations to pre-warn the Train Drivers.

In addition to above, the general advisories circulated vide Railway
Board’s Letter No.2011/TT-1V/9/8 dated 30/03/2010 like regular clearance
of vegetation alongside the track, fixing of signage boards, sensitizing
programme for train drivers /guards etc. are being followed. As suggested
by the Parliamentary standing committee, a co-ordination committee
between Railways (at the level of DEN) and Forest Official (at the level of
DFO) is being made and periodical review meeting is also conducted.

CASES OF ELEPHANT HIT BY TRAIN:

The first case of elephant death on railway track was reported in
1978 at km 507/600-700 in ‘A’ line. The Loco Pilots are sensitized
to report any elephant sighting as well as any elephant hit case
through Control which is immediately informed to Forest Officials.
The year wise details of Elephant hit cases between KJKD -- MDKI

section is tabulated below: M ~.
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SN | Year(s) No of Elephant
Hit Reported
1 2010 1
2 2010 to 2015 NIL
3 2016 4
4 2017 NIL
5 2018 1
6 2019 2
7 2020 3
8 2021 I .

The detailed tabulation of cases is attached vide Annexure A (Excel Sheet).

There is no dispute of reporting of elephant hit/ death between Forest and
Southern Railway of Palakkad Division.

4. The 4 th respondent / Southern Railway submits that the following are
the effective measures taken by the Southern Railway Palakkad Division;-

VARIOUS MEASURES TAKEN BY PALAKKAD RAILWAY
DIVISION TO MITIGATE ELEPHANT HIT BY TRAINS

1. Speed Restriction on the Vulnerable Section:

Speed restriction of 45kmph is imposed for 13.9 km of vulnerable
section in ‘A’ line from 18.00 hrs to 06.00 hrs and in ‘B’ line, a total of
19.41 km of vulnerable section is having a permanent speed restriction
of 45kmph from 18.00 hrs to 06.00 hrs on account of frequent crossing
of wild elephants (Copy of WTT is enclosed.). Even during the daytime,
a permanent speed restriction of 65kmph is imposed in these
vulnerable sections for passenger trains and 25/35kmph for Goods
trains. Standing Committee on Railways 2013 had recommended
speed restriction of 50 kmph at vulnerable locations as agreed both
by Forest and Railway Department.

2. Signage boards to pre-warn the Train Drivers:

The signage design given by the Wild Life Trust of India has been
erected at desired locations to pre-warn the Train Drivers and also
to whistle continuously to warn the Elephants. Special attention is
given for maintaining the visibility of these signage boards.

3. Wires with low voltage at boundary to deter elephants:

In Kerala Forest area, solar fencing at ground level with safe electric
voltage of 12Vhas been provided for a length of 7.1 km in ‘B’ line near
railway track area and 3.2 km in ‘A’ line to deter elephants. The fencing
has been proven very effective to prevent entry of elephant herds
inside railway track area.

4. Elephant Ramps:

Ramps are being provided at suitable locajtions for passage of
elephants without getting entrapped near railway track area. The
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locations for provision of ramps are jointly decided by Railway and
Forest Department. At present, elephant ramps are provided at Km
506A/100, 506/400, 506A/300 in Ettimadai-Walayar section at high
bank location as per the guidelines from Tamil Nadu Forest Dept for
easy passage of elephants. Watch Towers has also been provided
inside Forest Area at dedicated locations to map the movement of
elephant out of Forest area. Railway is providing more ramps at
suitable locations in Railway Embankment area along with Cess
widening work in consultation with Forest Department of Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

5. Lights toward away elephants from Railway Cutting:

Between Kanjikode and Walayar, Railway line is passing through two
cuttings — first one at Km 510/900—511/200and other one at Km
512/200-400.Therearechancesofelephant getting trapped inside
these cuttings, so solar lights have been provided to ward away
elephants at both ends of the cutting. The solar lights also help
in improving the visibility for Train Drivers during night time.

6. Installation of audio alarm with honey bee sound

This has been installed at Level Crossing number No. 154 between
Kanjikode and Walayar on ‘A’ line to scare away the elephants. This
system has been adopted based on the successful trial conducted in
NFR earlier. It is informed that after installation of the audio alarm
system, no case of elephant crossing near the level crossing is
reported.

7. Widening of Cutting &Cess making:

Earth work for widening of cutting has been done between Km
513/500 - 519/400, Km 500/00 — 505/00 on ‘B’ Line. This will
help the elephant to move away from track on sighting of coming
train, as sufficient space has been made available there. To
further safeguard elephants near Railway track area, Cess
widening including provision of ramps at three more locations
between Kanjikode and Madukarai is in progress at a cost of Rs
6.4 crore. Moreover, manmade pondswere made at the toe of
cutting so that elephant need not cross the track in search of

water during summer.

8. Engagement of elephant trackers by MoEF and communication
with Station Masters:
Elephant Trackers have been deployed by forest Department of Tamil
Naduand Kerala and a system of communication have been set up
with Railway Control. TheLoco Pilots are pre-warned by control in case
any information of elephant sighting is reported. This is major action

which is helping to control the accidents. M/\\
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9. Sensitizing Programmes for Train Drivers/Guards /Station
Masters:

Regular sessions are held with Forest Department to sensitize
the Loco Pilots for taking action to protect the Elephants at
Palakkad. Regular meetings with DFO/Palghat (Forest) and
DEN/East/Palghat (Railways) is also conducted for discussion
on various issues related to Forest and Railways. Last meeting
was conducted at DFO Office Palghat and attended by
DEN/East/Palghat and ADEE/G/Palghat to study the working of
Hanging Solar Fencing on 25™ June 2021.

10.Under passes across the Railway Track to allow elephants
to escape:

Railway Board vide letter No. 2008/CE-ll/Safety/1(Fencing) dated
07/12/2010 has circulated the minutes of the inter-ministerial meeting
between Railways and the Ministry of Environment and Forest held on
05/03/2010. One of the decisions taken in the above meeting was that
the Ministry of Environment and Forest will bear the cost of work and
the work will be executed by the railway on deposit terms. In this
connection and as recommended by the WTI in their report a rough
estimate of three work(Tamil Nadu area) mentioned below was
prepared and sent to Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief
Wildlife warden, Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Chennai — 600015 (on
28/11/2012) for their acceptance and remittance of required amount to
process further.

1 Rail fencing and widening cuttings and side = Rs.25, 08,30,268/-
drains between Madukarai and Walayar stations
‘A'&'B’ lines)

2 Under bridge on B line at km 506/900-506/A-000
between Ettimadai and Walayar Stations

3 Under bridge on B line at km 505A/400-500
between Ettimadai and Walayar Stations

Rs.2, 15, 43,337/-

Rs.2, 16, 51,199/-

]

Total Rs.29, 40, 24,804/-

Similarly, in Kerala area also, a detailed estimate for provision of
fencing for a length of 20kms (at km510/0 to 513/0 ‘A’ line for 3km & at
km 510/500 to 518/0 on ‘B’ line including Km516Afor 17 kms (both side
of the track) was prepared for an amount of Rs.12,11,46,215/- and
sent to the Chief Conservator of Forest, Kerala for their acceptance
and as a permanent mitigation measure. Despite reminding many
times for the same, the centage charges are yet to be remitted by
Forest department. Further processing will be done by Railways only

after the remittance of the centage charge.
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11.Reqular clearing of vegetation:

As discussed during regular meetings with Forest Department,
work of clearing of vegetation up to 5 m of track side and 10m of
track side at specified locations is being carried out regularly by
Railway. The work is being executed by Railway in timely
manner in consultation with Forest Department. This clearing of
vegetation helps in identifying any elephant hiding inside forest
area from a longer distance as well as in improving the visibility
for loco drivers to take timely action.

12.Interaction of Forest officials and Railways realtime:

A WhatsApp group has been created with Forest officials
including Rangers and Forest watchers and Railway officials
including Control offices as part of the group. The real-time
movement of elephants entering into Railway track side are
immediately reported by Forest officials in the group and
immediate lookout caution for LPs n ALPs are issued
immediately by Railways at the reported locations. Moreover,
Speed restrictions are also imposed immediately at the reported
locations whenever the elephants are sighted near to the track.
These steps mitigate the hitting of the pachyderms many a
times.

5. The 4th respondent / Southern Railway submits that the following are the
various other steps planned to protect the wild life;-

VARIOUS MEASURES PLANNED BY PALGHAT DIVISION TO
FURTHER MITIGATE ELEPHANT HIT BY TRAINS

1. Provision of Hanging Solar Fencing parallel to Railway Track:

The hanging solar fencing has been provided in Wayanad and
Dhoni range of Kerala by Forest Department and the same has
been found to be successful in preventing elephants crossing.
Therefore, in consultation with the Forest Department of
Palghat, Kerala, it is planned to provide hanging solar fencing
for a length of 1.5km between Kanjikode - Walayar section on
‘B’ line, so as to prevent elephant from crossing into the railway
area and at same time, small animals will be able to cross the
fence.

2. Elephant Signage Boards:

As agreed, to in the recent meeting held between DFO/PGT and
DRM/PGT, twenty more elephant signage boards are to be
provided near tracks on locations as jointly inspected and advised
by Forest Department. The fixing of boards is planned to be
completed by July 2021.
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3. Barricading (Solar fencing /Lighting along the Railway track:

To safeguard the wild elephants from collision with trains, an
ostimate for providing rail fencing, widening cuttings and side
drains between MDKI-WRA stations (‘A’ & ‘B’ lines) and at
km510/0 to 513/0 ‘A" line for 3km & at km 510/500 to 518/0 on ‘B’
line including 516A for 17 kms (both side of the track) was
prepared and sent to Forest Department for acceptance and
remittance of centage charge. The same is yet to materialize.

6.The 4th respondent / Southern Railway submits that the above plan for
provision of Hanging solar Fencing, Rail Fencing between Walayar and
Madukkarai stations in both 'A" and ‘B' Lines and viaducts/elephant
underpasses in the identified locations of Elephant crossings could be
effectively implemented with the active cooperation of the Forest
department and local and state Government. At this juncture this Hon'ble
Tribunal may be pleased to fix time frame to execute the project to protect

the wild life especially Elephants.

It is there prayed that this Hon'ble Tribunal may be pleased to pass suitable

orders and thus render justice.
N ——

ated at Palakkad on this 6"" day of JULY 2021
ﬁ OUNSE 4™ RESPONDENT/ 4™H RESPONDENT/
SOUTHERNRAILWAYS %JQ;;ER“I‘;IW Rl’;'g—,}’,‘éﬁ! $q,am:m
la
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS FILED BY THE 4™ RESPONDENT

SNO | DESCRIPTION SFDOCUMENTS | PAGE NO
1 Photographs showing preventive measures to 15 1
protect wild animal§ i
2. Minutes of meeting between Railways and 6-9 |
Ministry of Environment and Forest !
3. Correspondences for Rail Fencing and Elephant 10-20
Passes e o

are certified to be true
his 6 th day of JULY 2021 M\N

4™ RESPONDENT
SOUTHERN RAILWAYS
Verification QoS ®Yw (e [ gEARE C qTEEis
Sr. Divisional Engi Co-ordinati
I,H.Anantharaman Slo. G.Hariharan working as Sr.D‘\EnrQIa/récg -ocgf'lc?l‘rg'a% |gr=7',°kk“

‘Southern Railway, palakkad filing this reply statement on pehalf of the 47
respondent in my official capacily based on the records and hereby declared
that what is stated in Para 1 to 6 are true to the best of my knowledge, belief

and information. w\/\_/g\_/\/\

4™ RESPONDENT
SOUTHERN RAILWAYS
i e A SHANATT  EX.Gia 4 -
Sr. Bivisional Enginesr/Co—ordination,Palakkad

The above documents

Dated at palakkad on t

verified at PGT on this 6 th day of JULY 2021



1. Speed Restriction of 45 kmph on the Vulnerable Section:

2. Sighage boards to pre-warn the Train Drivers:




3. Elephant Ramps:




5. Audio alarm with honey bee sound
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7. Engagement of elephant trackers by MoEF and communication with Station Masters:

JATIN  petiom,

Date: 2021.07.05
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD on 20.08.2020 W] TH FOREST OFFICERS

Venue: Through Zoom Meeting at 16.30 HRS

Present:

S.RLY / PALGHAT DIVISION (S/Shri)

Forest Department

P.S. Shami, DRM/PGT

NarendraNathVeluri, DFO/PGT

H. Anantharaman, Sr.DEN/Co-ordn./PGT

Aneesh, Forest Ranger

P.L. Ashok Kumar, Sr.DOM/PGT

S. Jayakrishnan, Sr.DEE/OP/PGT

JAatin Kumar, DEN/East/PGT

Kannadasan.R, ADEN/PGT

Usman, SSE/P-Way/PTJ/West

At the outset, H. Anantharaman, Sr.DEN/Co-ordn./PGTwelcomed DFO, Palakkad
and all the Officers & Supervisors. It was mentioned that the meeting is conducted on
an online platform due to pandemic COVID = 19. This is in continuation to the regular
meeting conducted to monitor the movement of the elephants and to ensure the safety

of the trains and passengers.

1. DFO/PGT informed that, movement of the elephants and incidents related to
railway track is less than expected due to lockdown and restriction in movement
of vehicles. The elephant movement has increased due to the reduction of
number of trains. It was pointed out by DEN/East that the number of elephants
crossing/hitting has increased between 20.00 hrs to 06.00hrs.

2. It was apprised that the whatsapp group for sharing movement of elephant near

to track is active.

3. It is reported that two elephants were hit by loco in this year. Both are safe and
in healthy condition now. DFO mentioned that due to vegetation nearby tracks,
and less service of trains, elephants are moving near to the tracks. Two tusks are
moving around the tracks frequently. DFO requested to impose speed restriction
again and requested to run more number of locos (dead run) may be run
frequently between KTKD and ETMD whistling continuously as there is less

number of trains.

4. DEN/East expressed that movement of the elephants is more in Tamil Nadu area
particularly between km 506 to 507 and 510 to 511.Now the vegetation is almost
removed comparatively last year particularly in ‘B line. At present speed
restriction of 45kmph is imposed in this section. It is not recommendable to
reduce the speed again as it may lead to stalling of Loaded goods trains.

5 Sr.DEE/OP also reiterated that further reducing the speed below 45kmph, there is
a chance of wheel slip of the train due to gradient. Hence, it is not advisable.
Regarding frequent operation of locos between PGT to ETMD section particularly
in ‘B" line will be examined. Sr.DEE/OP also informed that, as soon as any
information/message received from Loco Pilot/Patrol man/Forest department the
information should be immediately passed on to all concerned.




10.

Sr.DOM/PGT agreed to run dead locos frequently between the sections which
needs to be jointly decided with SrDEE/OP/PGT.

Sr.DEN/Co-ord./PGT mentioned that sometimes the information of the movement
of elephant is getting after passing the elephant only. Some sort of fore warning
measures to be taken.

DFO mentioned that bamboo trees need to be cut at approach of WRAstation
which attracts elephant. ADEN/PGT was advised for taking necessary action.
DEN/East requested to permit the cutting of trees in forest area for which request
was sent through ltrdt 23.06.2020. DFO advised the same is under process and
will be permitted in few days.

DFO suggested providing the IP cameras with artificial intelligence and alarm
system to monitor the movement of the elephants is successful in Karnataka and
the same may be explored in above forest belt. The approximate cost will be 1.2
crore for both A and B line.

DRM suggested that being a national issue, some other measure to be taken to
spot the elephant ie, either through Satellite or tracking device for elephant.
DRM/PGT suggested to conduct the meeting once in a month. DFO/CBE may also
be invited for the meeting as movement of the elephant is more in Tamil Nadu
area.

algivikeld/ Southern Railway

No. JW.506/I1/WL Hselchldletd/ Divisional Office

Copy to:

HehHRIIWI/Works Branch
Ylelerehls/ Palghat.

Iqelish/Dated: 27/08/2020.

Digitally signed

by JATIN KUMAR

Date: 2020.09.04

16:10:45 +05'30'

(JATIN KUMAR)
DEN/East/PGT

JATIN KUMAR

Sr.DEN/Co-ord/PGT, Sr.DOM/PGT, Sr.DSO/PGT, Sr.DSTE/PGT,
Sr.DEE/OP/PGT and DFO/PGT

DRM/PGT & ADRM/PGT: for kind information.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WITH DFO/PGT ON 17-03-2021

Venue ; DRM's chamber.

present:
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] G : ! ores . S
8 ... o (S/Shri) L R LA No | S ept. | Designation |
. L5/3hrt PO [No o (s/shri) B |

j  Trilok Kothari | DRM 1 1 Rurea Sreenivas  © | DE R

2 Sakkeer Hussain C.T. {ADRT\;}H N “"—i‘—;{“j p Sl};e;;]c(.rmas ‘i ?FO/P"GT"" i

2 H.Anantharaman | Sr-DEN/Co-ordn. | 3 R —— | Watdyar RO

P s o e iehi M £ DEN/Co-ordn.| 3 | Anil Kumar J. ISF‘O RRT !

‘ o, jaye . < P Sr DER i 1 e e s s et et e e ey

.5 Jaya DR 2 48 U B D s L S e North
5 | Jatin Kumar | DEN/Eas e | |Elephant |
¥ 9 J umal ; DEN/East 5 | Aneesh Sankarankutty | Ekpha",t
L o Ty [ o | Monitoring

6 Joseph Mathew 1 AOM/Coaching | e . -

7 | RKannathasan | ADEN/PGT | |

1 At‘yt‘he ()gt:set, DM welcomed Divisional Forest Officer, Forest officials and Railway
officers for the meeting.

2. DE.‘N/East/PG’I‘ ljria‘ﬂy explained the steps/measures taken by Railways to
safeguard wild life and Elephants viz,, speed restriction, clearing of vegetation &
provision of signage hoards, electric fencing, ramps etc.

33 DFO informed that around 2 herds consisting of 5 to 7 Elephants are roaming inside
s, however, watchers have been deployed to track
forest area, so that

the area between A and B line
their movement. DRM requested for creatior
Elephants would not come out of the forest in search of water.

following action plan to be taken by Railways and Forest department.

rmation through Whatsapp group regarding sighting
Railways, that immediate step can be

utious and for lookout.

1 of more ponds in

Discussed the

Immediate sharing of info
of Elephants by Forest department to

taken to warn the priver of train to-be ca

more number of signage boards at
whistie continuously and d
with Railways (Supervisor)

aJ

b)  Provision of desired locations, so as to
facilitate Loco Pilots to rive away the Elepha nts for
Bt which point inspection & Forest Ranger at site {0
be done.
Widening of cuttings to increase visibilify_‘with .p:'ovif;ifm of ramps at suitabie
luctation:;'jnintly selected with Railways & Forest Ranger

ion on the sid ack post monsoon season.

( * r- 1) (e ‘1 4o (‘l } ;]ll‘&'(’l ! tl
Al(_,d '!] .,. ()l v ,;, (L‘l 23 \ ‘
L\ll\ C.L\Lt}x,t‘/L!()~5J [}1€

o number ol ramps for elephants to &

Provision «f mor
Contd...2..

railway track.




6.

..... 2 seare
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[nitially, joint inspection at Supervisory level consisting of officials from Railway
Forest department will be conducted to find out the location for provision of signage
boards/ramps & widening of cuttings etc. Subsequently, joint inspection at officers
level will also be conducted. Date of inspection will be decided by DEN/East/PGT in

consultation with Forest department.

Due to the increased sighting of elephants, Forest officers requested for review of
speed during night. It was informed that further reduction of speed is not possible
as the trains may not be able to negotiate steep gradients in the section, therefore,
it was decided that the existing section speed of 45 kmph at night on this section
would be keptin force.,

Since, rail fencing along the railway track is very costly, alternative cost effective
methods of fencing like crash guard/hanging/solar fencing etc., were discussed.

»
g3 4

DFO informed that details of cost effective method of fencing would be shared by
him.

DEN/East/PGT requested DFO to looi into the tree cutting, standing in forest area,
which needs tc be cut before onset of monsoon to avoid any unusual o train

movement on this account.

It was decided to hold meetings at frequent interval, preferably once in a month.

5 1’: -
Ayl
(JATIN KUMAR)

DEN/East/PGT

&f8ror {era / Southern Railway

H/No. | /W.506//11/WL fis/Date: 18-03-2021.

Copyto:  ADRM-II, Sr.DEN/Co-ordn./PGT, St.DEE/OP./PGT, Sr.DOM/PGT & DFO/PGT.
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thern Railwayl

; /Divisional Ofﬁce,
Tepef A& Works Branch

ITT5TS/ Palakka
e/ No. JIW.506/11/WL (Ty) o 43i02?2kg$:'
cipal Chief Conservator of Forests
P et Widiife Warden,
gorest Headquarters, Vazhuthacaug,
Thirvananthapuram — 695014,
KERALA STATE. :

Sir,

fewa/Sub: Work proposals on deposit terms for the

. provision of raj| fencing
to minimize the elephant mortality in Wa

layar ghats. (Kerala Area)

Your kind attention is invited to this office letters under reference, wherein ina
rough estimate for a sum %.12,11,46,215/- showing the works to be undertaken by
the Railways on deposit terms as per the decision taken in the meeting held on

. The Forest department has neither remitted the centage charges as claimed
In token of acceptance for the proposal nor submitted any reply regarding this issue.

® Railway administration is not in a position to proceed further unless a proper
©OmMMunication is received from your end.

e S the railway administration is not in a position to proceed further due to non
kirzzl!t;agce of the centage charges, it is once again requested that the matter may

jori ittance of the
fequiredeaﬁge” UP on top priority and arrangement made for the remitta

unt to Railways at the earliest.

Yours faithfully,

Y - e
\\;2_(3('9\/(, \NZgs
IJ](O_Z.([(I P
el el Yden/ da] /urerabie

H Divisional Railway Manager/\/\’orks/Palakkad.
/

COp ’
Y p
L’C'/r” CEMas _ for kind information.

.
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ZTZ'; Xed/Southern Railway
qq?7_qr)_:iifam/Divisional Ofﬁcle
M1/ Works Branch’

RIREEA 7/ -
W .07.03. .
H‘Iﬁcﬁ CEIMAS (for the kind attention of Dy.CE/TMS)
prin
£/ SUD: Forest — Wildfife — Minutes of the meeting held on 04.09.2009

under the chairmanship of Hon'ble Minister of th '
i i : e En +
on Train accidents- Estimate report requested ~ Reg vironment

o Ref: HQ's letter NO.W.315/265/3/Genl/vol. XVII dated 04.03.2014.

% % % K Kk Kk ok ok

The matter has been examined in detail. In this connection it is brought tc
your kind notice that the abstract estimate for the three works as mentioned below
costing of ¥ 29,40,24,804/- has already been sent to the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests & Chief Wwildlife Warden, Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Chennai vide this
office letter of even no dated 29.11.2012. It was also advised to remit 3 surn oi <
58, 80,496/ towards centage charges @ 2 % of the estimate cost.

This astimate was prepared and sent to the Forest department as per m<.
id on 5.3.2010 at New Delhi and &5

aec@sion of the Inter-Ministerial Meeting he
avised by Headquarters letter No.W.315/265/3/Genl/Vol-XV of 30.5.2011, tha:

the works will be executed by Railways on deposit terms for which the cost wili b¢
borme by Ministry of Environment & Forest.

ail
al

L Rail fencing, widening cutting and side drain -7 25,08,30,268/"
2 . 0
Under bridge on B line at km 506/900-506A/000 -7 2,1543,337i

between ETMD-WRA
5 16,51,199/-

3. Under by
23;25 nggre on B line at km 505A/400-500 -z 2165
NETMD-WRA | 3
24,804

horities vide this ofiice ette

Thera
of g Were several reminders sent tO the Fore;toguztoﬁ, 2 02,2014 and s
2 & 05.02.2014 for e

n
(B O dated 2013, 27
NS 12.02.2013, 05.03. ' 3
ey, Vide lett dated 79.11.201 v
termttance of the reeL' NO.W]S/J{ 1t-_g7Rainays <o as to take up thg work on dep;\!q
b e COBY of H el AMERITLL o om 1] 20 Wl the estimate was et 1
. 's office letter date 02.2013 from DRM to PCE highlightind <

th nd
e g 2 COPY OF the letter datec %osed tor ready refprence please:
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY

N e -Q\Wixﬁyf

NN '1‘:“‘:;‘~i9 v Headquarters Office

g, IS - Works Branch
ennai - 600 003

65/3/GenlNol.XV|ll Dt. 19.03.2014

j Narayanan, I.F.S.
Third: L: g:;:f conservator of Forest
Princi'epfwildlife Warden, t
gal puilding, Saidapet,
Panad’ 600 015.

sir, Sub : Forest — Wildlife — minutes of the meeting held on 04.09.2009
under the Chairmanship of Honorable Minister of the Environment
on Train accidents — Estimate report requested — regarding

: Ref : Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Chief Wildlife Warden letter
No. WL2/47330/2012 dated 12.02.2014.

\ Fehekhkdekkdhkkhhkk

Reference the above, it is advised that abstract estimates of the 3 works
mentioned below was sent to your office vide DRM/\N/PaIgha_t lfetter_ No. JA/\(.506/1 1/WL
(Ty) dated 28.11.2012 as per the decision of the inter ministerial meeting held on
05.03.2010 at New Delhi. It was also advised to pay a sum of Rs. 58,80,496/- towa_nds
the centage charges at the earliest, so as to prepare relevant plans and other required

[
[ formalities.
[
I

(a) Rail fencing and widening cuttings and side drains
" between Madukkarai-Walayar stations (A&Blines) Rs.25,08,30,268/-

|
(b) Under bridge on “B” line (km.506/900-506A/000) ]
’ between Ettimadai-Walayar stations Rs. 2,15,43,337/

(C) Under Bridge on “B” line (km.505A/400-500) "
| between Ettimadai-Walayar stations Rs. 2,16,5119

Rs.29,40,24,804/-

*
=

Total

This has been mentioned as reference (4) in your letter cited above.

<

Please take necessary action.
Yours faithfully

| Mﬂ\]ﬂ)}\om

—— (KK.SHARMA )
T 00[’/ 5 Chief Track Engineer
gc.dbyl‘td’-”S“‘f‘»f g }/ﬂ\g For Principal Chief Engineer
—HOENICoOriPGTY )

12



\ |
SOUTHERN RAILWAY
HeadquanerS Office
Vol XVIII ch Orks Brangy,
I 315/265/3/Gen : D?nnal oanch
. Lakshmi Narayanan, L.F.S, * 19 .03.2014
""u.i al Chief Conservator of Forest
g:,gf wildlife Warden,

.nagal Building, Saidapet,
hennai 600 015.

jn

Ref : Principal Chief Conse

t & Chief Wil
No. WL2/47330/2012 |

ife Warden letter
dated 12.02.2014. j’ C’[c

****************

Reference the above, it is ady
mentioned below was sent to

(Ty) dated 28.11.2012 a

(&) Rail fencing and widening cuttings and side drains
between Madukkarai-Walayar stations (A&Blines) Rs.25,08,30,268/-

—— ® Under bridge on “B" jine (km.506/900-506A/000)
between Ettimad

ai-Walayar stations Rs. 2,15,43,337/-
(C) Under Bridge on “B"” line (km.505A/400-500) 2 dilirm o
4 between Ettimadai-Walayar stations
" Total Rs.29,40,24,804/-
To

[ ited above.
This has been mentioned as reference (4) in your letter ci

Please tion.
take necessary ac Yours faithfully

| WMH””
w ................................... ARMA)
e S
n“ﬁm (8% ey I ol Track Engneer X
Qopyto EDE ;aﬁ“3.

. g e \‘\'
- For Principal Chief Engineer
:DS“*D Sp A Co=> e %jv,-a P(eﬂéa-’
sigr{ "NICO.—..QI_ dP ll‘_f _,5\63“ F@‘(‘ = i ﬁ‘ 3.
- Mg %% L T cppevedt doph L
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Oy, 5 e §Gl{TﬁERN RAILWAY &/
N2 jor Y P i

TG, qrErTLE
_Le, 0 L Headquarters Office
S Works Branch

Chennai - 600 003

XV
Dt. {|..08.2014

W315/265’3’ Geni\Vo

mi Narayanan I.F.S.
Third: Laa ér':ief ConServator of Forest
prinlfilgf wildlife warden,
&%aga guilding, saidapet,
E?xennai 600 015.

,\\'x

S, gub : Forest — Wildlife — minutes of the meeting held on 04.09.2009
under ?he Chalrmanship of Honorable Minister of the Environment
on Train accidents — Estimate report requested — regarding

Ref : 1)' _Principal_Chief Corf(servator of Forest & Chief Wildlife Warden
letter NG. WL2/47330/2012 dated 23.07.2014.

2) This office letter of even No. dated 19.03.2014.

Already this office has advised the details sought by you, vide this office

letter of even No. dated 19.03.2014.

ce is enclosed herewith. Further

er, a copy of the letter referen

Howev
from Divisional Railway

daification, if any, required ~mMay be got
Manager/Works/Palakkad.
4
. yours faithfully
P / I - VN\M/AS\ ?,H‘A,
$DNCeorg s peemment b VA
o A A0ENCTR | e (KKSHARMA)
. INE SSEMrE. | s Chief Track Engineer
Ny 1 "’""‘J';}Tﬂ 1 For Principal Chief Engineer
e e ot st s

\
\

\ Copy to: StD . ]
-DEN/Co-Ord/PGT for information and pecessa
; abstract esfimates reach PCCF, Chennal.

ver\Trkg
din\TrkMod\lay\AGMmeet.docx

ry action to ensure that the

|

14



By

g

féroT Yerd/Southern Railway,

#$d Fratera/Divisional Office,

<@ e/ Works Branch,

e/ No. JIW.506/11/WL (Ty) drerare/ Palakkad,
et Dt.13.01.2015.

principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Forest Headquarters, “Vanalakshmi”
Thiruvananthapuram — 695014,

Sir,

fawa/Sub: Work' proposals on deposit terms for the provision of rail fencing
to minimize the elephant mortality in Walayar ghats. (Kerala Area)

gewt / Ref: This office letter of even no dated 20.12.2012, 05.03.2013,
27.03.2013 & 13.02.2014.

Kkkdkkkkkk

Your kind attention is invited to this office letters under reference, wherein in a
rough estimate for a sum Rs.12,11,46,215/- showing the works to be undertaken by
the Railways on deposit terms as per the decision taken in the meeting held on
05.03.2010 between Railways & MoE&F and as recommended by the WTI in their
report was sent to you to submit the consent of Forest department to proceed

further.

ther remitted the centage charges as claimed

| nor submitted any reply regarding this issue.
sition to proceed further unless a proper

_ The Forest department has nei
In token of acceptance for the proposa
The Railway administration is not in @ po
communication is received from your end.

osition to proceed further due to non
gain requested that the matter may
ent made for the remittance of the

_ As the railway administration is notin a p
lrfmlttance of the centage charges, it is once a
r'“dl_y be taken up on top priority and arrangem
®quired amount to Railways at the earliest.

Yours faithfully, f
v@;@:/ 13 [ ! / 15~
sree Yo7 yaud/ [ /UeIaers
Divisional Railway ManagerNVorks/Palakkad.

Hf%r/copy:- PCE/MAS — for kind inforfpation.

|9

31
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/

SOUT RN RAILWAY

Headquarters Office,
Works Branch,

Q Chennai-3.
N Date:05.08.2016

Sub  Deep cutting and wide
minimize Ele

ning of Railway tracks to

phant m ortality.

Ref : Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief

43 Wildlife Warden, Tami| Nadu, Forest Department
Ir. No.WL2/47330/2012 dated 31.5.2016

kkKkn

With reference to the above CBE has endorsed as below:

"Advise Sr.DEN/PGT to prepare a detailed estimate as per (A) decided
upon and send to CTE & CBE within a week”,

Encl: Copy of reference letter.

o l\"'

S @rﬂ

(Antony Vijaya St. Jean)
ABE/HQ.
for Chief Bridge Engineer.

— W o | ]
:.:ll)nd'C"*‘sz\\)\ﬁ\d T/'"“"(/L.

«Su,b"‘” Mﬁv
[ ppS
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Palghat station during the period from 2002 to 2009 about 16 eleph

occurred. Therefore in order to preven

estimate for Rs. 20.57 Crores W

~ estimate for Rs. 20.57 Crores Was forwarded to P

Wé | e Wpﬂpg[u T

Prepoe <o ds) \{d s ”
%\W (e )&A@) M@% }?(
~ARLEQ WI’ARPMENI M,})

... 'Y\g
brmcnpal Secretary to Govcrn'n%

liﬁ nent and Forests Department,

&y eee- c
Jm‘ I orJl'St ‘G(, ge, Secretariat,
01 ¢

Sub: Deep cutting and Widening of Railway Tracks to minimize Elephant

mortality — reg. p

7

Ref: 1. Sr.Den/Co-ordn./PGT, Divisional Office, Works Branch, Southem D}‘U’/(g//
Railway, Palghat letter No. JW.506/11/WL dated 18.02.2010

From
Dr.V.K.Melkani, I.F.S.,
Principal Chief Conservator

Chief Wildlife Warden,
Panagal Building, Saidapet,
Chennai-600 015.

Sir,

2. Principal chief conservator of Forests and chief wildlife warden Ref.
no. WL2/34705/2009 dated 28.05.2010

3. Government letter no. 11157/FR.5/10-3, dated 11.08. 2010

4. Inspector General of Forests, Project Elephant Division, Ministry of

Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Govemment of India letter
F. No. 6-8/2009 — PE dated 24.09.2010
5. Divisional Railway Manager, Works branch, Palakkad, Southern
Railway letter No. J/W.506/11/WL (Ty) dated 28.11.2012.
6. Principal chief conservator of Forests and chief wildlife warden Ref.
s =-n0-WL2/47330/2012 dated 12.08.2013 _
- Tke General Manager, Southern Railways, Ministry of Railways; —
" Government of India letter no.GM/2015/NRO dated 27.05.2015
8. Government letter no. 9969/FR.5/2015-1 dated 03.06.2015

9. Divisional Railway Manager, Works branch, Palakkad, Southern
Railway letter No. J/W. 506/11/WL (Ty) dated 30.12.2015.

* ok kK

[ wish to inform that, consequent to train accident between Coimbatore and

ants death have

t accident in the reference 1% cited, a tentative
as received from the Senior Divisional Engineer,

Divisional office, Works Branch, palakkad for widening and cutting from 491.840
Km to 508,730 Km of ‘B’ linc and 492.020 Km to 509.130 Km of *A” line Railway
Track between Podanur and Walayar in Tamil Nadu area. Subsequently the tentative
rincipal Secretary to Government,

a1 o1 v rpafere > nd 1te / riIlCI al
Environment & Forests Department, Chennai in the reference 2" cited by Princip
17
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Walayar stations in Tamil Nadu on 18th

i onservator of Forests ; g ol
Chief C rests and Chjef Wildlife Warden for approval and sanction of

funds from the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India.

ima Can
The estimate for an amount of Rs.20.57 Crores was forwarded for approval by

the Additional Chicf Secretary to Government, Environment & Forests Department,

Chennai to the Inspector General of Forests, Project Elephant Division, Ministry of

Environment and Forests, Government of India in the reference 3™ cited.

In response to the estimate for Rs.20.57 Crores, the Principal Chicf

Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife Warden was requested by the Inspector

General of Forests, Project Elephant Division, Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India in the reference 4™ cited to consult with the experts of Wildlife
Trust of India regarding the necessity of cutting and widening of 34Kms. If the
proposed works are mandatory, the Inspector Genéral of Forests, Project Elephant
Division has informed the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife

Warden to prioritize the works to be carried out for releasing the funds according to

the budget provisions.

Based on the instructions given by the Inspector General of Forests, a meeting

was held on 10.01.2011 at the chamber of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and

Chief Wildlife Warden. In the meeting, a committee was constituted comprising

officials from the Forest Department, Railways and Wildlife Trust of India to inspect

the accident prone sites between Podanur and Walayar.

The joint committee consisting of Forest, Railway and Wildlife Trust of India

Officials inspected the railway tracks in the critical section between Podanur and

and 19" May, 201l and recommended f{ew

mitigation measures.

18
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Based on the mitigation measures recommended by the joint committee, the
Chief Track Engineer was requested to prepare an abstract estimate and sent a revised
proposal on 12.08.2013 by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief

wildlife Warden in the reference 6 cited.

However, the Divisional Railway Manager Palakkad has sent a proposal in the
reference 5™ cited with estimate for the three works to be carried out in Tamil Nadu
area for an amount of Rs.29.40 Crores based on the meeting held between Railways
and Ministry of Environment and Forests Department on 05.03.2010. The rough

estimate for the three works to be carried out in Tamil Nadu is as follows:

SL.No Works to be carried out Amount required (in Rs.)

I. | Rail Fencing and widening Cuttings and 25,08,30,268
side-drains between Madukarai and

Walayar stations (A&B lines) B
2. [ Under bridge on "B" line at Km.506/900 - 2,15,43,337

506A/900 between Ettimadai and Walayar

Stations

3. | Under bridge on "B" line at Km.505A/400 2,16,51,199

- 500 between Ettimadai and Walayar

Stations

29,40,24,804

Total

The Divisional Railway Manager Palakkad has also mentioned the details of

the three works which would be executed by the railways on deposit term as agreed in
the inter-ministeria meeting held on 05.03.2012. As a token of acceptance for

€Xecution of the work on deposit terms, the Divisional Railway Manager Palakkad

has als'O‘requested to remit the sum of Rs.58,80,496 towards the centage charges (2%

of th‘f‘:_‘i’bu"gh estimate) from the Tamil Nadu forest Department.

19
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as per mitigation measures recommended by the “@
g1

al M

The estimate prepared g not

Joint Committee.

In the mean time, the Gen. -
me, the Gengy anager has informed the Chief Secretary to

- ) I N T CP

instruct the Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife Warden to

expedite the remittance of the amount of Rs. 29.4 Crores to Railways vide 7

reference cited.

The Divisional Railw

ay Manager Palakkad has also informed in the reference

9".cited that the following bridge works have been s

anctioned under LAW 1055 of
2015-16 & item 247 of PB 2015-16 on 30.12.2015.

L '

SL.No Works to be carried out Amount required (in Rs.)

1. Under bridge on "B" line at Km.506/900 - 2,15,43,337
506A/900 between ETMD - WRA

Stations (266 of PB 2011 & 91 of 12-13)

2 Under bridge on "B" line at Km.505A/400 2,16,51,199
- 500 between ETMD - WRA Stations
(LAW 994 0f£2012-13)

Total 4,31,94,536

The Chief Track Engineer was requested to prepare abstract estimate based on

' . h . N .
the recommendations made by Joint Committee in the reference 6" cited. The revised

e it St

P

abstract estimate is still awaited from the Chief Track Engineer.

This is for kind information.

Yours faithfully

5. Nous Y 3;9'7 oliig

for Principal Chief Consexs'za}t%r of Forests &
_ S5\ Chicef Wildlife Warden
Copy to the Chief Track Engineer, Southern Railway, Head Quarters office, Works
Branch, Chennai — 600 003.
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH NEW DELHI
Suomoto matter In re: News item published
in The Hindu, dated 29.05.2021 entitled
“ Night, early morning trains cause most
elephant deaths”
-- APPLICANT
VS
1.Union of India through its Secretary,
MOEF & CC and 3 others

-- RESPONDENTS

REPLY STATEMENT FILED BY THE

4 TH RESPONDENT / SOUTHERN RAILWAYS

K.MUTHAMIL RAJA
COUNSEL FOR 4™ RESPONDENT/
SOUTHERN RAILWAY



